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SENATE BI LL 5546

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MAuliffe, Franklin, Eide, Prentice and Rasnussen

Read first tine 01/29/2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to early |learning; adding a new section to chapter
28A. 300 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is an
i ncreasi ng awareness of the inportance of the first five years of life
in a child s developnent. The legislature further finds that research
has denonstrated that high quality early childhood education and
| earni ng prograns can have significant and | asting benefits for a child
during those early years.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

By August 2003 and annually thereafter, the superintendent of
public instruction shall prepare, distribute, and post on the agency
web site information for parents, preschools, and child care providers
about how to select early childhood education prograns for children,
how best to prepare children for kindergarten, and guidelines for
preparing children for success in school, including Kkindergarten
readi ness guidelines. |In preparing the information, the superintendent
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shall consult with individuals with know edge of early childhood
education and learning, including but not limted to early chil dhood
educators, nonprofit associations for early childhood education,
parents, child care providers, and early chil dhood education faculty at
institutions of higher education.

~-- END ---
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